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The Strange Story of Mrs Emma McVickar

Who Murdered One Husband That She

Might Live in Peace With Another V y

y

you ever serve on a jury
a woman was

at the bar When
woman was accused

f greatest crime
society ai It la

constituted Did you
ever stop to think what It would mean
to weigh this woman in the balance to
meet out death to her ahould the evix
dente Justify the forfeiture of her
To condemn to death a fellowbeing Is

no easy task and if that fellowbeing
be a frail weak woman such aa have

put upon this earth to b
by men not hanged the taak

Is no easier
Yet this fa the taak whlen has re-

cently been set twelve plain mss in
Stockton Cal They solved th prob-
lem weighed the evidence aa beat they
knew how and Mrs Emma McVicar
sometimes known as Le IXHIX the
distinction of being the first woman ia
California found guilty of murder in
the first degree without recommenda-
tion to mercy upon the part of the
Jury Twelve jurors found her guilty
upon the first ballot beyond a

doubt and to a moral cer-
tainty It took live hours and fifteen
more ballots to bring in a verdict of
guilty In the first degree with a recom-
mendation that woman be hanged

The crime of which Mrs
was accused was the killing of her hue
band by poison knd it was upon this
charge hat she was convicted The
murder was one of the most remark-
able In the crimnal history of the
Slate of California That it was eon
teivfd and carried out by a woman
TOik s it all the more remarkable No
man could have conceived and car-
ried out the crime without a clever
hfad and a will of Iron yet this young
woman succeeded in accomplishing the
murder r f her husband and waa al-

most successful in the evasion of the
guilt lied It not been for one little
bit of carelessness on her part after
the murder was completed Albert M
McVicnr would have vanished oft tiM
face of the earth as mysteriously M
though he hart been spirited away by
an evil genius and Mrs Me Vicar
would have had no punishment other
that that administered by her con-

s i pce It waa however Just this
little slip she forgot to check her

has brought the woman
into the shadow of the callows such
a slip which has happened time and
again in the history of criminology
of the world Had she carried Away
lh trunk and dropped it in the shaft
of some abandoned mine she might

have been tree
Mrs Emma JcVicar the daughter of

Mrs Mary Head la a woman nearly
thirty years old but she ia still a young
woman in appearance and remarkably
attractive She married Albert Mc
Vicar in Bbcby Ariaona back in IMt
Alter the honeymoon it appears the
marriage was not a happy one the
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two did not live together mush of the
tlHMi But early last spring the wife
made overtures for a reconciliation
which her husband eagerly accepted-
It has since proved that at the very
tle she was making theea overtures
to her husband Emma MeVkar waa
plotting to kill m and had what
seemed to her a very good and sufficient
cause for putting him out of the ay

After she had left her husband she
had met Eugene Le Doux a man with
little or no education but of a certain
attraction Mrs McVtear amused her-
self with him for a time and then fell
in lure with him and married him
thereby becoming a bigamist For a
time she waa successful in keeping her
second marriage a secret from Me-

Vlear and of course she said nothing
about her first husband to Le Doux
In spite uf her cleverness in handling
the situation she finally became nerv-
ous and feared lest she be found out
and sent to jail for bigamy The thing
preyed upon her mind and she sought
a way out of the difficulty

Freedom from all suspicion was what
she desired and it came to her that
this freedom lay along a certain path
and that Nth she must tread It

was then she began to conceive the
murder of Albert McVlcnr Leaving
Z Doux to return to her in
Jackson to stay with her mother lor-
a time she arranged to meet Mc
Vicar in Stockton Cal

There about the Iftth of March
man and wife came together again
and agreed t make their home in the
same place It was decided that they
should take a house in Jamestown
the home of her husband where ha
had been promised a lucrative job
With this Men In view they pur-
chased a lot of furniture staying the
while In the California hotel in Stock-
ton They made several trips out of
the city but returned Anally to the
California Hotel Friday March
and Vicar registered them at the
hotel a A M MeVicar and wife
They were assigned room 17

Trunk Enters the Story-
Mr and Mrs McVicar were sees to-

gether on the street about TM In the
evening of that day and MeViear was
seen near the hotel about n hour
later That was the last he was
seen alive The next morning Mrs
McVtear visited a trunk shop and
purchased a large trunk saying that
she had a great number of dishes to
be packed She ordered the trunk
sent to the hotel Then she looked up
an expressman and told him she war
leaving on a train early in the after-
noon for Jamestown and that she
had a heavy trunk in which she had
peeked many dishes and household
greets She said that it would prob
ably weigh in the neighborhood of
396 The said that
he thought he could handle trunk
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e3fim Emma JIg Vicar
she engaged him to come after It

take It to the station

A Fatal Mittakt
MeVlear went heck to the hotel

and packed up St sent a boy to get
a suit cue which belonged to
Mr McVlcar saying that she ex-

pected to meet her husband later
When he came beck with the gait
cue she had the boy and porter move
her new Mg trunk out Into the han
and leave It there for the expressman
Having settled her Nil and her hus
hens at the hotel desk went out
and purchased a hat of the latest

that a certain large trunk was un-
checked he threw It bark onto
the truck as the train pulled out

Mrs McViear trunk In Stock
ton Later the baggage master in
Stockton discovered the abandoned
trunk He too saw that It bore no
bheck ao he trundled It back to the
baggage room It was very heavy
undoubtedly over weight the baggage
man thought so he put it OR thescales found that It weighed SB
pounds There he left the trwjik
that when some malt came in
and hud to be weighed

V V

Moats Healey in San Franoisoo
The baggage master turned the trunk

over and a he did so noticed that a
heavy body inside moved from one
place o another This aroused his
curiosity He turned the trunk sev
eral times and each time the heavy
body bumped from one skis to th
other it happened that the baggage
room was very warm because of a
roaring lire in the stove The baggage
master noticed that a peculiar Mor
rame from the trunk Hn waa o-

inr d that a dead body CAWttiJnetl
by the mysterious trunk MMM

moned the police to his asc4taiHM and
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style and which became Her very
well Frota the milliners she went to
another womans furnishing store
where made oral purchases-

Tc all intents and purposes Mrs
Me Vicar w s nit nervous or worried

proceedings but chatted
gayiy with tote clerks in the stores
and deetarfld tnt site had changed her
mind and wniid take a little later
train She rent telegram to a man
named lit San Ffsnetoeo tell-
ing him her at the station

to the jlro d station to catch her
train
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CHAPTER V

f f A pity we havent more
like the fa

Krupp remarked
hat manufacturer

Well we have a few
remarked a gentleman who had
kept quiet until this time I chance
to represent a Chicago Arm that
dos a business f forty to fifty
million dollars a year The head
of that establishment is still liv-

ing S early fifty years ago he too
was u man who worked for his
daily wage as a steam Jitter You
never heard of a strike in hi es-

tablishment Ills men love him as
the Essen workmen loved Krupp
Why last Christmas he didnt send
to each of workmen a raxor
breasted much He
distributed among them a quarter-
of n million dolars in task

It so happened that I myself
was the one first called upon many
yearn ago to peas around the
cheeks when the head of this plant
first concluded to make this dis
tribution of a share of his profits
When I hanged the cheeks to the
first few they wanted to know what
they were for I said Well boys
its lust present from the old gen-

tleman Youve been good and
faithful during the last year ami-

ie appreciates it and wishes you to
have this for a Christmas present

Do you know I couldnt go down
the line very far I simph had to
quit Why that whole factory force
suddenly became as solemn as if
attending a funeral I want to tell
you that when men weep there is
something doing Yes sir there
were scores of men that day who
actually cried when they received
those checks and knew they were
free gifts You can bet there isnt
any strike in that establishment be
cause every man feels like the 0s
tablishment is his own

You bet he pursues the proper
policy spoke up a man traveling
for a Boston extract house Theres
Tom Walsh out in Colorado youve
all heard of him hes living down
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in Washington now in the finest
residence in the cityand entertain
ing all the cream of aristocracy
that drifts over this way Why that
fellow is one of the biggest heart
ed men in the world and one of the
broadest gauged

Why do you know one day the
police arrested an old man in

who wan drunk antI half de-

lirious When they put him In the
jug he kept saying to the jailer
Just tell Tom Walsh that Oiine in
here and Tomll get me out all
right The jailer thought his pris
oner was only but
MS the old man insisted on it HO

strongly he took his name and sent
a telegram down to Mr Walsh in
Washington Back came a reply at
once and one of Walshs friends in
Denver went down to the cala-
boose and got the old man out

And the thing about this
too wits that the old man had a
trunk away down in Texas

that contained a lot of ore
samples He had worked for Walsh
twenty years before The ore was
rich and if I mistake not Walsh
ia developing one of those mines
right now and will make the old
man rich again before he dies

But thats not what I was
to say Walsh treats his miners

better thaq any man in the world
When all of this strike trouble was
going on in Colorado a year or two
ago you didnt hear of the men at
the Camp Bird going out did you
Camp Bird you know is the Walsh
property-

I happened to be up at the Camp
Bird one day and the foreman told
me how the men acted when the
question wju up as to whether or
not they should go out on a stifke
livery mothers son of them went
down six mile to Ouray where the
meeting WitS to be held One or
two agitators had it up sloove
to get the men out but they them
soiree took hold of the meeting and
decided that they would not go out
on Tom

Yow just ought to go into
toro room of that boarding how
up at the mine There you would

funny
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see stacks and stacks of the very

best food that can be bought rho
kitchen is kept as clean as a new

tin pan The miners dont sleep in
dirty bunks but they have com-

fortable beds In the boarding-
houses there are jMenty of bath-
rooms and when the men come out
of the mines Walsh Has other men
take their old wet clothes and hand
them th4ir dry ones I once heard
him Why when my mea come
from their work go to dinner I
want go feeling like gen
tlemen

That sounds all very nice half
sneered the maker of shoddy cloth
but I dont believe it will work I

dont see how one can afford to

them to
n

ray
anti

sF as u a a e

¬

¬

If r trunk hid rt t r rrivCl
Naturirj Ms cawed

Mrs M Vf ir mr arxVi what
woman wmiM rn t have l f n anxious
under similar conditions Just as she

about to jro bark to the hotel
to e what had become of her be
tonicmsa the express mans wagon
rounded th corner bearing the trunk
It was thrown out of the wagon and
placed an a truck

When train steamed Into the
elation Mrs McVicar boarded It with-
out giving trunk another thought
But the baggage man on the train saw

tIM
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¬

tvry oprn the trunk
It fnrtnlrfi th dfid hr dy r f Albert
Mi ar th fi p h distorted

It was brought In the testimony
latfr tnat Mrs M Virar went on to
San Francisco where she met Heater
a young man to whom she had been
engaged three years before but who
had discovered that she was already
married When this embarrassing sit-

uation became known he promptly
broke the engagement Saturday Mrs
McVlcar spent In Francisco with
Healey went out to the Prealdto
where they had lunch Then they took
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look after hit workmen and pay
them these high wages youre talk-
ing about all visionary
Thift manufacturer was almost mak-
ing himself an unwelcome guest in
this little party and the hat manu
facturer blurted out to him Ah
your views are entirely too nar-
row I dont blame you a bit
though for Ill confess I had a
great deal to learn when I went
into my fathers factory I hadnt
been there a great while when
there was a strike threatened Mj
father thought of course that the
men would go out as they had done
many times before that his factory
would be locked up for several
months and that he Would simply
have to pass up the profits of the
seasons business
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Senator Pettus Own Story of His 2000 Mile Ride in Search of Gold
tContinucd from Fifth Page

to wash them ourselves for the
ftrst time in a long while They were
good washerwomen-

We remained at Salt ten days
or more strengthening our pack teams
and laying in supplies We were trset
ed very handsomely by the Mormons
though I must admit that they charg
ed good prices

Yes I met Brigham Young He was
a big tall and broad just a little
fat maybe but one of the best built
and handsomest men I ever saw The
Mormcn people Impressed me favor-
ably a a whole They were of the
best liek woodsman type the best tyne
of men anywhere hard as Hints bravo
and patient We were in Salt Lako
City late in July

The California town we saw
was Sacramento City

There was only one house in the
place when we reached It the
Senator though the population num
bered thousands That was a log
house All the people lived in tents
There were big stores there stores
where you could buy anything you
wanted if you had money enough but
the prices were tremendous

We bought our mining tools at Sac-

ramento City and then went to the
foothills of the Sierra Nevada moun-
tains on the Carson River road We
spent all the next winter within three
or four miles of Placervjllc

We found the biggest prices at
DownlevlHe on the American fork of
the Sacramento river In the moun-
tains Seventyfive dollars for a

of flour is a sample I paid SIM

for a pair of bouts rough heavy
roughest and heaviest

made but the best for miners use
Most of the men In the party went

out to dig gold I rut to prac-
tice law But the courts werent or
ganized and there was no chance for
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me to practice So I went to digging
gold too if

In California In lt dealt out pretty
evenhanded Justice There were no
legal technicalities at the
men just got together some one was
chosen to be judge one te be
prosecutor everybody who knew

about the facts told what hn
know and judgment was passed
promptly There was no delay In exe-

cution either-
I clear of the mob courts

but I did take part in one trial
It was at Piacerville A man was
charged with killing another and I un
dertook to defend him There was
some objection at first but when I
explained that I had studied law and
been a solicitor In Alabama then al-

lowed me to up the case I
made a novel defense I hardly think
there was another defense
In a murder case before or since-

I had seen the murdered man and
found that he wiUnt dead I had
seen the doctor attending him and
he said man wasnt going to die
tit least not then He and the ac-

cused had got Into a quarrel which
led to n fight in which the supposed
murdered man had received a lot of
knife wounds But they werent deep
ones only cut the supposed mur
derer had only slashed Ills man not
stabbed him

Well my defense was accepted
and the accused wasnt

went away without knowing what
was finally done with him A long
time afterward I met him in another
part of the country and asked him
about it

They waited till the other fellow
got well said the flngllnhman and
then they whIpped me and cleared me
and let me go

That was right In my Judgment I
knew about one hanging that was the

I must I thank the mob
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result of no trial It was one of the
quickest hangings on record

A young man a newcomer walked
Into a gambling establishment and the
gambler shot him dead in his tracks
It was quick work and as it turned
out the result of a mistake The
gambler had never seen the young
fellow before It was the gamblers
Impression though that the new-
comer WAS a man with whom he hold
quarreled he night before and he
didnt wait to learn whether he was
right or not The murdered mans
brother went for the gambler with H

bowie knife but others present held
him hack They thought It a pity for
the gambler to be killed so respect-
ably as with H knife so they got a

and hanged him inside of ten
minutes The place was called Hang
town after that

I have seen It stated Senator that
you took with you on your trip t the
coast a select library of three vol-

umes
Yes replied the Senator the

Bible Shakespeare and Burns poems-
I rend the Bible from cover to cover-
I read the side notes I read the

of the chapters I learned great
parts of It by heart and I havent

them yet I learned many of
Burns poems by heart and much of
Shakespeare In the same way too I
still have the Bible I took with me at
home In Selma It Is a little book not
longer than that measuring about
three inches on his Index finger and
thin with very fine type but It was
the whole Bible

The Senator said that though he
worked hard at placer mining he
didnt make a fortune at It The
largest surplus he had at any one
time was about 5100 as he now re-
members It He took about 300 in gold
with him and when he reached home
again In 1861 having been gone two
years and a month he had about the
same amount of money In his pocket

Copyright 1906 by Dexter Marshall
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a ridE In a touring car Later Healpy
put her on a train en route for Stock
ton whither she was going apparently
to look up her lout trunk

Mrs McVicar got oft the train at
Antioch Intending to stay over night
She went to the Arlington Hotel
There she warn arrested later Jiy Tows
Marshal Shine for the murder f
husband

This iff the story of events which
happened about the time Albert Xe
Vicar met his death which WM brought
out in the evidence at the trial A

the ugly tale was gradually unfolded
the fair young prisoner sat for MM

most part unmoved She had a
of iron Once her aged mother who
was with her constantly la the

fainted The daughter
first to see the stuns of collar and
to assist her mother seemed Impos-

sible break through her calms
the chain of evidence against

her was terribly strong
Mrs McVicar is undoubtedly of ple-

beian birth of the people common
that she is nevertheless a thing apart-
a dainty little woman refined In ap-

pearance always well dressed and
wearing her clothes with the air of a
woman of the world her manners are
unimpeachable and her command of
language much greater than te that of
several dames who have broken their
way with a pick of gold Into the ranks
of society A born coquette site I and
bas the game of hearts aa
heartlessly as any fair lady of the
court of Louis Quarters Two men
sine married sod was engaged to a
third All thtf affairs lad part at
the same yet by hand
nag the retes Mrs McVIear maa e l

her affairs to wrttl the
recent 4 noumenL Not only did she
pull the wool ever the eyes ot her

taut their tare

Tolls Gonjlletfnq Stories
When the body of Albert McVicar

was found In Stockton it did set take
the police long to get on the trail of
his wife The trunk was easily traced
to California Hotel and there were
plenty to UH that Mrs McVicar had
purchased It just before she left
When the woman wa arrested in
Anttoca she Town Marshal Shine
a curious story She asserted that IMF

husband had met a mss noosed Miller
Ir Stockton the evening he died that

that she Had l rt to themselves-
In room at the hotel she had
gone to another She heard th m quar-

reling at a late hour said shortly
she went back to the room U

that everything WM aU right
When she entered the she saw

the bed apparently Hfeleau

Whats happened she naked Min-

er
Took a dose that worthy te re

ported to hate replied
Then Miller

her quondam lover and land Henley

she iad toW him still another story
Poor AI died of miners cansump

Uon In she said t Henley

who though a husky young man does
not appear to have given evidence of
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very time an old gentleman from
Chicago down here in Xew York
My father said to had
been dealing with each other for
twentylive years then Xow look
herr I wonder if you cant help me
in some way to prevent this strike
It would cost a very great loss
and I wouldnt be able to
you with the goods you

friend said the old man to
my father you can prevent this
strike They had talked over what
the hatters demanded At that time
they were n6t making much more
than 10 a week sir you can
prevent this trouble Give the men
what they want Now Fred how
much would you like to have your
wife and your daughter and your
boy here liv on 10 a week
There You are getting right up
against the thing yourself A k
your own self this question All
that these men are asking for is to
be put on M piece work mettle Let
them have it Youll have to charge
me I know about 25 cents a dozen
more for my hats but 1 am willing
to pay the advance because If you
pay your men so they can live bet-

ter they will make better hats
After a while all these other fel-

lows will have to do the same thing
thnt you do and everybody will be
better oflV

Today the men in my factory
my father you know it no longer-
in the business are making twice
the they did then and they
are making better gouda

Yos but you can give the men
too much rope insisted the shoddy
cloth roan They will run things
for you

The opposite of that is exactly
true answered the shoe merchant
The very shot factory from which

I buy most of my goods and which
does the jlnrge t business of its
kind in the world lets its men have-
a voice in the management of the
factory Instead of trying to ward
off difficult questions the manager
invites them He has established
I board of arbitration He wants
to hear the complaints and he
profits by hearing the kicks in
this way

If any workman or number of
workmen complaint about
wages or anything else it is so

himthey

me
Ply

Yes

Yes

want

wages

IlaVO nay
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tr Heres his watch which he
gave m before he died

The incongruity of these stories was
of course a subject of comment at
the trial It was further brought out
by a careful examination of the
organs of the dead mans body that
he had enough morphine In him at the
time be was placed in the trunk to
kill a dozen men the prosecu-
tton claimed had been given Me
Vicar by his wife in some beer and
a tonic of wine and iron that he fre-

quently took The defense declared
that McVicar well in the of
taking morphine tablets that the man
had probably In of despondency
taken an overdose to end life

Still Aliua Whn Plaoad in Trunk

It was further brought out by the
nroeceuUon that McVicar was prob-
ably not dead when be war bundled
into the trunk and that he could
have lived for at least seventy min-
utes in this improvised coffin The
prosecution therefore took the ground
that the man died after he was placed
in the trunk but that death waa

the morphine At one stage of the
trial the defense endeavored to show
that the man might have been alive
at toe time surgeons who made
the autopsy began their examination-
of the body but this was refuted by
the evidence of the surgeon

Public Around
In his ftMl pie for the prfuvner

Mr Falrall nude the best ht
could of the fart that she was a wo
man and a pretty woman He de
Oared the evidence inadequate that

that she had killed her husband He
endeavored to explain away the fact
that ah placed the body in the trunk

terrified by the sudden terrible e-

currence referring to a possible sul

that not knowing what she was do-

Ing she had endeavored to early away
without creating any suspicion as to

having had a hand In the death
of her husband But k of no
avail Judge Nutter who was
on the ease had especially questioned-
the jury before the trial began as to
whether or not they had any com-

punctions shout sentencing a woman
to death and each and every one had
replied no

Rarely has the been no

aroused against a woman as It has
been against Mrs MeVlear particu-
larly in California where no woman
has ever before been declared guilty
of murder in the first degree with no
recommendation to mercy by a Jury
of twelve men When the foreman of
the jury read the verdict before the
crowded court there was a hurst of
applause that a woman must die tv
hanging Such a thing had never
been heard before Even then Mrs
McVicar maintained her composure-

It was a little later that she finally
broke down the terrible strata of the
fifteen days trial and its outcome be
list too much for her AU night she
wept in her cell but since then she
has been calm again and says she Is

prepared to meet her late
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complaint to the foreman Then
these foremen are organized into
a board and if the complaint is un-

just they try to stop it right there
If they consider the complaint well
grounded then they carry it to
a higher board If necessary it
COMet to the head of the house
and he listens to it but the result-
is that most of the troubles are
settled by the men themselves be
fore they go to the higher court
This manufacturer not only cuts
the best leather he ean get but
he gets the best men and sets
the most out of these there is
in them he treats them
right This is why he has built
up such a great business

Ckapter VI Treating Employes

Right will appear in next Sundays

issue

WISDOM OF THE ANCIENTS

pleasure the second of drunkenness the
third of repentance Anacnarsts

It is better to be unborn than un
taught for ignorance is the root of
misfortune PI to

A hasty man loses the produce of his
Held and a Jealous man his wife Tamil
proverb

Hope and Joy are the daughters of
irosperity and grief of adversity

Every one should make the case of
injured his own Publius Syrus

Honesty is to many the cause ef pov
rrty Qulntus Curthts Rufus
When the demand is a Jest the fittest

inswer is H scoff Archimedes
A little impatience subverts great

lettaking Chinese proverb
If all then were just there would be

o need of valor Agesllaus
He is whose fallings efcn be

saying
An Indolent man draws his breath but

ices not live Cicero
Haste trips up Its own heels fetters

nd stops Itself Seneca
An idle person is the devils povyfel-

ow Arabian proverb
Whet heaven ordains the wise with

ourag bear Homer
How void of reason are our hopes and

ears Juvenal
Justice is the rightful sovereign of the

ifortd Pindar
You love a nothing whose you lev an

figrate Pututus
JOB Horace
Intoxication Js a temporary madness
Pythagoras
Nothing is impossible to industry

rrtunder
It Is a kingly act to help the fallen

Those whom guilt stains it equals

and be J
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